Literary Terms





An aphorism is a short, pithy statement containing a truth of general import; an � HYPERLINK "http://www.dictionary.com/browse/axiom" �axiom� is a statement of self-evident truth; a � HYPERLINK "http://www.dictionary.com/browse/theorem" �theorem� is a �                                                                    demonstrable proposition in science�                                                                             or mathematics; an � HYPERLINK "http://www.dictionary.com/browse/epigram" �epigram� is�                                                                                  like an aphorism, but lacking�                                                                                      in general import. � HYPERLINK "http://www.dictionary.com/browse/maxim" �Maxim� �                                                                                          and � HYPERLINK "http://www.dictionary.com/browse/saying" �saying� can be used�                                                                                           as synonyms for �                                                                                                   aphorism.





    





the creation and representation of fictitious � HYPERLINK "http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/character" �characters�





Static characters don’t change





1670, Medieval Latin "marking out of a precise form," from � HYPERLINK "http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/characterize" �characterize�  "description of essential features" is from 1814.





Characterization











Noun





1350–1400; Mid. Eng. from Lat. manifestus, detected in the act, evident, visible








easily noticed or perceived





1520s M.Fr. aphorism, Gk. Aphorismos “to mark off, divide,” “to bound.”





A concise and often witty statement of wisdom or opinion














Aphorism 





People who live in glass houses shouldn't throw stones.


Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.� – Lord Acton








Noun





Non-examples Nonsense rhymes, epic narratives





1350–1400; Mid. Eng. from Lat. manifestus, detected in the act, evident, visible








easily noticed or perceived





representation, depiction


Found in fiction and literary nonfiction





portrayal; description


What the character says and does.


What others say �about the character.





Dynamic characters change


Stereotypes or stock characters





: �
Indirect characterization is when the reader has to figure out what the character is like based on his or her speech, actions, and appearance�
�






Direct characterization is when the author tells us directly what the character is like.











Poor Richard’s Almanac�Ben Franklin





Adage, maxim, proverb are all related





Related to consonance and assonance





Used for poetic effect





										Tongue Twisters


										Head Rhyme


Peter Parker


Krispy Kreme


Know-nothing


Peter Piper picked a �        peck of pickled peppers








“The soul selects her own society.”			Non-examples: without repetition, no


Emily Dickinson						rhyme. My sister plays the drums.














Historical, cultural, mythological, literary, political, or private	


She was my Helen launching a �thousand ships.� – Helen of Troy


Ant: Without connection, direct


Do not confuse with�illusion										Example:  Catch-22





His wife was his


Allude										Achilles Heel


reference									mythological 


allusion


									


Many allusions come �from The Bible, �mythology, and �Shakespeare.








I was not born in a manger. I was actually born on Krypton and sent here by my father, Jor-el to save the Planet Earth.” – Senator Barack Obama (Biblical and comic book allusions)





Alliteration





Noun           brief reference, directly or indirectly, to a real or fictional person, place or event











1540s Latin allusionem a playing with, a reference to.





allusion





Repetition of a beginning letter sound, usually a consonant.





Noun





1650s Latin alliterationem to begin with the same letter








H. L. Bates


